
With the clock ticking inexorably towards the end of 2011 we thought it high time we gave you another dose of spotlIET, the world’s           
favourite configuration management newsletter devoted exclusively to CA Gen. This month's edition is brimming full with news and features 
about our latest GuardIEn 8.1 release and our growing suite of development and testing tools, including our brand new code coverage       
offering, pathvIEw. So stop all the clocks, sit back, relax, put on your 3D glasses and enjoy... 

A fresh new look in... 
...December 2011 

Our latest release rolled out of the IET gates in July this year, comprising some 

exciting new features as well as a completely refreshed and updated look for 
the GUI interface. It was definitely a case of ‘out with the old and in with the 
new’ as, among other changes, we finally bade fond farewell to our various 

assistant icons who had served us so well since 1998. So let’s have a look at 
some of the highlights from the 100+ enhancements since GuardIEn 8.0... 

Well it had to happen didn’t it?! GuardIEn finally strode out into the wide world 
of browser technology with a web interface for Change Requests and Release 
Packs!  
 

The concept is to provide easy access to GuardIEn for non-development      
personnel  (approval staff, testers, project managers etc.) so they can manage 
and review Change Requests and Release Packs without requiring a full 

GuardIEn licence or client installation on their workstation. 

At present the following functionality is available... 
 

 Enables you to list, view, create and edit Change Requests 

 Enables CR Test reports to be produced 

 Enables you to list, view, create and edit Release Packs 
 

GuardIEn WebCR  is provided as a free upgrade for users who have purchased 
the GuardIEn CR Users option.  As a CA Gen r8 developed application, 
WebCR requires an application server configured for CA Gen WebView.  

If your CA Gen project develops multiple releases at the same time then almost 

certainly you will need to re-work changes into future releases to ensure your 
application remains fully up to date. While GuardIEn has always provided   
support for analysing and reworking changes to a specific Change Request 

(CR) across 2 releases, if you needed to do anything more complex - like want-
ing to rework an entire release you’d just launched into another, later, release 
via a single CR - then that became difficult. Not impossible. Just difficult...  

GuardIEn’s Rework Manager 

puts you firmly back in control. 
It allows you to see the      
complete picture of re-works at 

a glance, and from various perspectives: Release, Release Pack or CRs. From 

this single point you can identify and track the re-works required across multiple 
parallel releases and create new CRs to manage the changes in the target 
release(s).  

The breakdown of this information also works at a number of levels, from the 

top-level CR view (useful as a management summary), but also at the       
Deliverable/CR Content level, which assesses if the re-work truly has been 
performed, or indeed, whether it is actually required at all. 

So, whether you’re new to parallel   

development OR have performed    
rework for years, take a look at Rework 
Manager - the new MUST HAVE tool for 

controlling parallel development within 
CA Gen projects.  



IET recently issued a number of Service Packs for the supported GuardIEn releases of 

GuardIEn 7.8 (SP6), 8.0 (SP4) and GuardIEn 8.1 with its first service pack (SP1) since launch 
earlier  this  year. We always recommend installation of the latest packs  as  they contain    
important product enhancements and maintenance. 

 
For a full summary of the changes and fixes included, please see the Release Notes for each 
service pack available from the IET website here 

Well we did it! Over 2 days in early June, members of IET along with a few friends and support crew, 

cycled a 160m/267km route along quiet country roads in glorious weather from Padstow in Cornwall 
back to IET HQ, near Bath, Somerset. Barring a few punctures, the inevitable blister or two and the 
very occasional diversion to assess the quality of beer-making in the region - everyone completed 

the ride and finished on schedule to rounds of applause and a celebratory pint. All told we raised  
over £18,000 for the Prince’s Trust charity in our region, so many thanks to everyone who so kindly 
sponsored us to help achieve this superb total. We hope you liked your mugs and your mousemats! 

Cheers! Prost! Skål! Kippis! Santé! Saude!  

How many times have 

you created a Develop-
ment or System Update 
with the same steps and 

wished that you could  
quickly have all the steps 
you needed pre-selected 

and ready for Launch? 
Well be frustrated no more! GuardIEn 8.1 introduces Sys-

tem Update TEMPLATES allowing you to create 
‘common’ System Update implementations that can be 
used to pre-populate the steps in your DUs and SUs.  

Choose Template 
from the drop down 

Templates are easily added and maintained at the    

project level, via the main System Update list screen, 
View->Templates.  

...a recent enhancement for the CSE in GuardIEn 8.1   

allows for up to 9  threads of source code generation to 
be performed in parallel. This has the potential to reduce 
generation times significantly, especially on   systems 

that have multiple or multi-core  processors.  
 
To implement, set a system parameter or override target 

property PRLLGEN’s numeric value to the maximum  
number of threads - between 2 and 9.  
 

Some sites have already recorded a 5 fold improvement 
in generation times as a result of implementing this 
change!  

GdnHat: hey. any1 kno if I can cre8 

Gdn reports for any lists? I need the 
answer soon ‘cos we have a lunch on.  
 

CACoolio: Sure thang. IETeGUI sup-
port in GDN can build you a report via 
the ‘…’ column. On each list, go there 

and choose either ‘Open with’ or ‘Save 
As’ to cre8 your report. Enjoy yr lunch! 
 

GdnHat: Thanks for that. But I 
meant LAUNCH not lunch! LOL! ! ! ! 
BTW got a PAD that’s r e a l l y 

MASSIVE. Do you know if I’ll be able to 
view it in PAD Viewer? 
 

PsADKing: Reckon so. GDN8.1 now 
supports PADs up to 32000 lines long -  
- that should be enough!? 

 
GdnHat: OMG! COOL! Perfect. It’s 
about 16,000 lines which couldn’t be 

done before!!  Thanks!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Like much of GuardIEn, the latest 8.1 release sees a significant redesign of the XOS user  interface 

to improve readability, ease of use AND to provide extra features. Some key changes worthy of 
note include... 

The main XOS window is now displayed in a tree structure, making it much easier to 

navigate relevant Target, Variant and storage locations... 

Physical files can now be listed in this main XOS window, for files that exist in the FTP 

Server, but have yet to be loaded into XOS.  These files then be easily loaded into XOS 
from this list, making it much simpler to create and start managing new External objects.  

The initial search filters may now be combined to give a more powerful search e.g. All 

XOs of a desired Type+Variant+Search text+changed between X&Y dates etc. 

A new option is available to migrate External objects ’adhoc’ between targets - including 

the ability to re-baseline the destination XO to the latest changed timestamp.  

You can now Parse a selection of External objects WITHOUT the need for them to be 

checked out—useful for bulk updates of a set of XOS objects.  

http://www.iet.co.uk/Download/RelNotes.htm


With additional powerful features like the 'Show Path' option that enables you to quickly 

see the execution path TO a  selected statement, pathvIEw, with its minimal runtime over-
head and close integration with GuardIEn, allows developers, testers and managers alike 
to rapidly analyse code testing results at whatever level of detail is required, be it individual 

Change Request(s), model, entire   application or load module.  

The original Chappy icon bows out gracefully... 

 
And now the final step is here 
And so I submit my final download 

My task, I'll say it's clear 
Was to help you with your workload 
 

Timeouts, I've had a few 
But then again too few to mention 
I did what I had to do 

Which was preventing enqueue contention 
 
Yes, there were times I'm sure you knew 

That on a refresh I'd blink straight back at you 
But through it all, we had it made 
As I put other scheduling tools in the shade,  

I had the jobs, and submitted all 
And controlled them  
My way 

 
The requests came thick and fast 
Uploads, subsets, SU steps to the last  

Generates and installs, remote or local builds 
All controlled 
My way 

 
For what is an Assistant? What have I got? 

If not my tasks, then I am not 
To queue the things I'm asked to queue 
And let the priority ones go sailing through 

Each job on hold, will never fold 
If I controlled them 
My way 

 
So I bid you farewell 
Dear friends, no more to log or say 
Yet I'm sure, much more tasks than this 

Will keep coming 
Your way… 

 

By ’The Little Green Man’ (aged 13 3/4 - retired) 
 
To the tune of ..er..My Way 

 
(with apologies to F. Sinatra et al) 
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The IET Team 

Ah well. Hard to believe that we’ve already completed this bumper edition – 

we hope you enjoyed it and maybe found something useful. We’ll be back 

soon, with more features and product news. Thanks as ever for listening... 

Darling. I’ve just had a 

make-over too. What do 
you think? 

 

Waiter!!! 

As part of the GuardIEn 8.1 launch, IET was also proud to announce the release of       

pathvIEw, a new code coverage testing tool designed specifically for CA Gen. pathvIEw  
records, in real-time, what logic has been run 
within a CA Gen built application and then 

allows you to view the PAD statements that 
were  actually executed - the objective being 
to  ensure that your application has been       

adequately tested.  

pathvIEw also provides a summary of the 

application’s modules (Procedure Steps and 
Action Blocks) together with the percentage of 
statements that have been executed during 

testing for a quick, visual, overview of what 
has already been completed.  

For further details of how pathvIEw can help you optimise your precious testing effort, 

please go to the IET website link here where you can also watch the video demonstration 
of pathvIEw in action! So if it’s CA Gen code you test, then we’ve got it covered!  

a Gen model. Things work really well, however, is there any way to  

overcome the need to launch one LU alongside one SU each time? I 
execute quite a few System Updates into my QA environment before I 
then wish to populate this training area, so having to do one at a time 

can be a little bit  time consuming. Am I doing anything wrong?  

 
Kiitos!  

 
Mattii Cyclöcömplexity 
 

Dear Mattii 
 
Thank you for your message. As Socrates once said ‘Wisdom begins in 

wonder’ and, on that point, I’m wondering if you’ll be able to contain your 

excitement with the news that GuardIEn 8.1 introduces the capability to 
scope MULTIPLE SUs for a specific environment into a SINGLE LU. 

You can also now recompile and relink code within an LU environment if 
you or your customers so desire it to be so.  
 

Stay well and free of clutter 
 
Guru 

A customer writes... 

 
Dear Guru 
 

Hope all is well. We recently 
created a training environment 
in our setup and I’ve discovered 

the delights of using Location 
Updates as a quick way of 
populating this area without the 

need for lifecycle states or even 

http://www.iet.co.uk/
mailto:spotliet-subscribe@iet.co.uk
http://www.iet.co.uk/Products/pathvIEw/intro.htm

